Biochemical and mitogenic properties of the heparin-binding growth factor HARP.
Heparin affin regulatory peptide (HARP), also called Pleiotrophin (PTN), is a polypeptide that displays a high affinity for heparin and that shares approximately 50% sequence homology with Midkine (MK). According to this structural homology, these two molecules constitute a new family of heparin-binding proteins. The biological properties of HARP and MK remain largely a subject of debate. Both proteins have been described as neurite outgrowth promoting agents whereas until recently the mitogenic activity has been controversial. The aim of this review is to summarize the information on HARP with special focus on the recent data relating to its mitogenic properties.